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Advent Service 2024
Monday 2nd December

Reception and Key Stage 1
(Reception, Y1 St Christopher, Y1 St Cecilia, Y2 )

The Sign of the Cross and Father Peter’s welcome.

Today we are gathered here to think about getting ready for a special birthday and are waiting for the greatest visitor of all.

We are preparing for the celebration of the birthday of Our Lord, Jesus Christ.

This special time called Advent is the beginning of the Church Year. Advent comes from the Latin word ‘adventus’, meaning ‘coming’.

The Advent wreath helps to remind us that the birthday of Jesus is getting nearer and nearer.

Look at our Advent wreath. It is the shape of a circle or ring. This reminds us that God’s love is never-ending.

The wreath is decorated with evergreen leaves to remind us that God’s love is always with us.
The four candles on our wreath remind us that Advent lasts for four weeks.

When we light the candles we remember that we are preparing for the coming of the light; we are preparing for the birthday of Jesus – the light of the world.

As it is the first week of Advent, we will light one candle on our wreath. (Candles are lit)

Prayer: Let us pray
Hope is like a light shining in a dark place. 
As we look at the light of this candle we celebrate the hope we have in Jesus.
ALL: Amen.

Just as we prepare during Advent for the arrival of Jesus’ birthday, Mary had to prepare for his birth. 
This is how it all started.

(A reading from St Luke. The story of the Annunciation is enacted by children in Year 1.)
Mary was overcome by the job God had given her – to be the mother of his son who was to be King of Heaven - but she showed great faith and trusted in God.

We are reminded during Advent that Our Lord is the light of our life and of the world. 
If we share our faith, like the light, it becomes greater. But sometimes we let God down.

Advent is the beginning of a new church year. It is a new start for us all as there are times when we get things wrong.

Let’s take a moment to think how we could make a better world. 
Let’s start by thinking about the people we live with and the friends we play with.

We are God’s children and God wants us to love each other as He loves us. He has given us many gifts, but sometimes we say, “No” to His love. 
Let us say sorry for the times we did not show love.

The response is I am sorry, Lord.

Jesus taught us to be kind to people. Sometimes we don’t share with other girls and boys.

Response: I am sorry, Lord.
Jesus told us always to be honest. Sometimes we don’t tell the truth.

Response: I am sorry, Lord.
Jesus showed us how to love others. Sometimes we don’t include other children in our play.

Response: I am sorry, Lord.
To show God that we are sorry for all the times we have turned away from Him, let us ask Fr Peter for the Lord’s forgiveness and to lead us in our sorry prayer – the Act of Contrition.

Oh my God

I thank you for loving me.

I am sorry for all the times I have let you down, 

When I have not loved others.
Help me to live like Jesus.
Amen

Father Peter

Now let’s sing our special song. 

(To the tune of Twinkle, twinkle)

Candles on the wreath so bright,

Help us think of Jesus Christ,

You’re the sign that he will come,

Bringing love to everyone,

Advent is the time to pray,

And prepare for Christmas Day.

Christmas is a time for giving and receiving presents. 
God gave us His greatest gift, Jesus.

To bring joy, peace and love to us all during Advent.

Listen now to the gifts some children are going to share this Advent. 
(2 children from each class to read)
Let us all look at our gifts on the display.

Close your eyes and think about the ways we can share them.  

Sign of the Cross

We will end our Advent service by singing …
This little light

This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine.

This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine.

This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine.

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Hide it under a bush? Oh no! I’m going to let it shine.

Hide it under a bush? Oh no! I’m going to let it shine.

Hide it under a bush? Oh no! I’m going to let it shine.

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine.

This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine.

This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine.

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
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