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4 (part 1) I know that God loves me and will always forgive me.
Historical background to Hosea

Hosea the Prophet. Hosea was a prophet who lived and prophesied just before the destruction of Israel in 722 BC. He preached to the northern kingdom of Israel.  

In Hosea 11 alludes to the exodus (see Exodus 4:22 where Israel is called God's "son"). The deliverance from captivity and oppression in Egypt was an act of love (verse 1), establishing a relationship and constituting a call (see "called" in verses 1 and 2) to honour that relationship, as a child honours her or his parents. But Israel proved to be a wayward child (verse 2), despite the attentive nurture and loving care (see "loved" and "love" in verses 1, 4) of the faithful parent (verses 3-4). The importance of knowing God is a central theme in Hosea; and as here, Israel consistently fails to know
Hosea is a picture of God`s love for mankind. It is called redeeming love.

According to H. D. Beeby, having arrived at Hosea 11, "we penetrate deeper into the heart and mind of God than anywhere in the Old Testament."2 In a word, what the prophet finds in God's innermost mind and heart is grace.


4 (Part 2)
I know that God loves me and will always forgive me.

I know what the word ‘Reconciliation’ means and why it is so important.
	Making things right
reconciliation

  
	Ask the children to stick the verse from Hosea in the children’s books   (Ash/Claire:  Look at the historical background to this verse for your info only – some of this can be related to the children)
Hosea 11: 1-3
Discuss the verses with the children
Q:  What does God mean when he says ‘even though you have turned away from me, I called you back’

What does it mean when ‘we turn away’ from God?

Q: Who usually helps a child to take his/her first steps?

Q: Who holds you in their arms?

Q: Who do you rely on to turn to when you are in trouble or uncertain or sad?

Q:  Who in our lives loves us no matter what we may do wrong?

(a parent)

Q:  What image, therefore, is Hosea comparing God to (a parent)?

Q:  What is God’s message?

(he will always love us and forgive us)
What stories have we looked at to date where we have learnt about God’s love and forgiveness?

(hopefully The Lost Sheep and Zacchaeus!)

The important message is that although we  go astray do things that are wrong Jesus forgives and reaches out to us in many different ways. No matter what we have done, if we are willing to go back to him he will always accept us back.  His love is never ending or conditional.
Go on to discuss that even though God loves us very much and will always forgive us when we are truly sorry, it is important we recognise that our wrong choices at times can affect and hurt other people.  
TEEP lesson

Art
Show the children the three 

images of Jesus being crucified, the Coventry sculpture and the Prodigal Son.  

In groups give the children the following  questions 

Q. What is happening in each of these pictures?

Q.  If you had to choose one word to describe the main theme of all of these pictures what would it be?
A good word would be ‘forgiveness’ or Reconciliation’

In each of the pictures there is the story of forgiveness

Jesus famous last words ‘Forgive them Father, for they do not know what they are doing’

The story of the Prodigal son (explain this) Father forgives his son who has left home, wasted his father’s money (his inheritance) lived a very selfish life but comes home and is immediately  forgiven)

The sculpture entitled Reconciliation

The sculpture was originally conceived in the aftermath of the War. Europe was in shock, people were stunned.  The artist had read in a newspaper about a woman who crossed Europe on foot to find her husband, and the artist was so moved that he made the sculpture. ‘Then I thought that it wasn't only about the reunion of two people but hopefully a reunion of nations which had been fighting’.
Explain the word Reconciliation ‘a chance to say sorry and to start again’

Go to page 50 of the Pupil Book and read about the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

(For the year 4 children they will have studied this so encourage them to lead on this. )
Activities: then
Finish on the Examination of Conscience  reading page 58 of teacher book.

	 Children to stick verse in book or write out and decorate – it is up to you
Children to discuss questions
Children to look at artwork and discuss and see if they can answer the questions.
Discuss their responses
Children to  do activity on page 50 of pupil book.

Easier:  1 a b and c

medium to harder page 56 of the teacher’s book ‘My conscience’

Pause to Reflect:  Discuss with their partner and write down their thoughts.
Extension:  Pause to Discuss (on same page)
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Understand the meaning of reconciliation

Ask and respond to questions about their experience of making things right.
Make links to show how their feelings and beliefs affect their behaviour and that of others
as above.


	 
Pupil Book 3, pp. 48-49 and 38-41
Artwork on IWB and Examination of Conscience page 58 teacher book.




