Year 3 Notes on the artists and their paintings
· Lilies were a symbol of perpetual virginity - see the Hitchcock/Waterhouse painting below 

· The angel was a messenger of God, without human form or body, which meant that artists sometimes used symbolism when they portrayed an angel - see the Tanner painting 
· Mary was a very young girl at the time of the Annunciation, not a mature woman; the Collier painting captures this well 

· Painters, particularly in the medieval period, often showed Mary in rich clothes and surroundings even though they knew that in reality she was poor. They did this to honour Mary; see the Van Eyck painting 

· Modern painters try to show her in something resembling historical reality; medieval painters did not 

· Many painters (Fra Angelico, Burne-Jones, Petrus Christus) focused on the Angel rather than Mary, because the Angel was God's messenger, and Mary was merely the recipient of a message 

	

	Annunciation, 1914, John William Waterhouse
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	Annunciation, George Hitchcock
This could be any beautiful woman walking in a garden, were it not for the halo that circles her head. Mary is transfixed by the lilies, symbols of her virginity, and ponders what that will mean in the future that stretches ahead.
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	Annunciation, 1898, Henry Ossawa Tanner
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	Annunciation, 1434, Jan Van Eyck
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	Annunciation, John Collier


	[image: image5.jpg]




	Annunciation, 1855, Dante Gabriel Rossetti
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	Annunciation, 1879, Edward Burne-Jones


	[image: image7.jpg]




	Annunciation, Fra Angelico, circa 1433
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	Annunciation, 1452, Petrus Christus


