Introduction
This morning we are delighted to be here representing St Alban’s School and we would like to begin by saying our school prayer.
Dear Lord,
Please bless our school as we try to love, learn, share and respect
In the light of Jesus.
St. Alban Pray For Us
Amen

This Sunday marks the beginning of a very special season called Advent. 
We also start a new year in the Church calendar. So, happy new year everyone! Happy New year, Church!
The Advent season includes the four Sundays before Christmas. Advent is a preparation and watchful waiting for the coming of the Lord. In this season we reflect on two central elements of our faith: the incarnation of the Lord in the birth of Jesus and the final coming of the Lord in glory.

Lighting of the Wreath
Today we light the candle of hope on our Advent wreath.  Just as the people of Israel found hope in the promises of God, we find hope in Jesus’ promise that he will come again. 

Prayers of Intercession

1. Lord Jesus, 
We pray for all the leaders in the world: that God may give them the wisdom to treat their people with fairness, compassion and justice. May they work ardently to fulfil their promises to stop the climate crisis.
               Lord hear us,
               Lord, graciously hear us.

2. Lord Jesus, 
We pray for the Church all around the globe: that following the example of Jesus, she may work to make our world a place where everyone feels loved and equal.
               Lord hear us,
               Lord, graciously hear us.

3. Lord Jesus,  
We pray for our priests, Father Peter, Father Paschal, and our Deacon Gyorgy: that they may inspire and guide us to prepare our hearts well for Christmas.

Lord hear us,

Lord, graciously hear us.

4. Lord Jesus,  
We pray for our communities, families and school:  that we may strive to bring peace, respect and joy wherever we go. 
               Lord hear us,
                Lord, graciously hear us.

5. Lord Jesus,  
We pray for all those who are sick, or sad, or worried or lonely or scared; for those who have died and for their families.
              Lord hear us,
              Lord, graciously hear us. 

6. Now, in the silence of our hearts, let us pray for our personal intentions.
        Lord, hear us,
               Lord, graciously hear us.
We ask our Heavenly Mother to pray for us and with us. 
Hail Mary….

Reflection After The Gospel
At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.  Luke 21:27
It’s official!  We have entered into the Christmas countdown period.  Every day now we will see it in the newspapers and hear it on the radio and television, “24 shopping days until Christmas,” “23 shopping days until Christmas,” “22 shopping days until Christmas.”
All around us there are signs that Christmas is coming.  What are some of those signs?
There are plenty of signs that Christmas is coming, but 2000 years ago when Jesus was born, there were no big signs to announce that it was going to happen.  There were no ads on the radio or TV saying "Coming soon! A Saviour will be born in a stable near you!"
When Jesus was born, many people were surprised! But as word of his birth spread, some people remembered that prophets had told them that God was going to send a Saviour.
They knew that this baby, born in a stable, was God keeping His promise. 
This Sunday as we begin Advent,
Let us remind ourselves what Advent means?
The dictionary says that Advent is “the coming of something very important.”
What is it?
Is it Christmas?
Yes, but we are looking forward to that, but we are also looking forward to the coming of another very important event.
The return of Jesus!
Jesus promised to come again.  You won’t hear much about it on the television or radio and you won’t read much about it in the newspapers, but he promised he would return and we believe it!

We look forward to it just as people two thousand years ago looked forward to the coming of the Messiah.  We don’t know exactly when he will come, it isn’t marked on the calendar, but we are watching and waiting.
As we prepare to celebrate the birthday of our Saviour at Christmas, let’s also be sure we are prepared for the day when he will come again. 

After Communion:
An Advent Prayer for The Lord to Come

This Advent, Lord, come to the manger of my heart.
Fill me with Your presence from the very start.
As I prepare for the holidays and gifts to be given,
Remind me of the gift You gave when You came as the Son from Heaven.
The first Christmas gift, it was the greatest gift ever.
You came as a baby born in a manger.
Wrapped like the gifts I will find under my tree,
Waiting to be opened, to reveal Your love to me.
Surround me with Your presence, Lord, I long to hear Your voice.
Speak to my heart and clear my mind from all the holiday noise.
Slow me down this Advent, let me not be in a rush.
In the midst of parties and planning, I want to feel Your hush.
This Christmas, Jesus, come to the manger of my heart.
Visit my soul like Bethlehem, bringing peace to every part.
Dwell within and around me, as I unwrap Your presence each day.
Keep me close to You, Lord. It's in Your wonderful Name I pray.
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