HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD AT HOME WITH READING
Daily reading practice will help develop your child’s decoding and comprehension skills although they won’t necessarily read a book a night. Children should read for at least 20 – 30 minutes each evening but this will also include time spent discussing their understanding of what they have read in order to develop their comprehension skills. 
We would encourage children to read a variety of texts on a regular basis such as signs, leaflets, newspapers, magazines, cookery instructions etc. as well as books they bring home from school. Please feel free to share these experiences in their home reading log and encourage them to share their opinions about the texts they have read. 
Top tips for reading with your child
1 CHOOSE A QUIET TIME 
Set aside a quiet time with no distractions. For infant children  10  - 15 minutes is usually enough but as your child enters the juniors we expect that they will read for at least 20 – 30 minutes a night. 
2 MAKE READING ENJOYABLE 
Make reading an enjoyable experience. Sit with your child and share the book with them. 
3 MAINTAIN THE FLOW 
If your child mispronounces a word do not interrupt immediately. Allow your child to self-correct, using their phonics skills. You can always discuss mispronounced words at the end of the page. 
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4 SUCCESS IS THE KEY 
Until your child has built up his or her confidence, it is better to keep to easier books. Struggling with a book with many unknown words is pointless as the flow is lost and the text cannot be understood. Infant children should be reading their phonetically decodable books and our KS2 children know their recommended reading level. If you are unsure, you can do the 5 finger test. Ask your child to read the first page and if there are 5 or more tricky words the book is too hard for them to read independently. 
5 VISIT THE LIBRARY
Please join the town library and visit it regularly. The potential range of books they can offer or order for you is extensive. Of course, the children can borrow from the class libraries. 
6 TRY TO READ EVERY DAY WITH YOUR CHILD 
Little and often is best rather than reading once a week for an hour. 
7 COMMUNICATE WITH SCHOOL 
Please fill in the reading log book that your child brings home and advise us of any queries. 
8 TALK ABOUT THE BOOKS 
There is more to being a good reader than simply being able to read the words. Understanding is just as important. Therefore, talk about the front cover, what they think will happen, about the pictures, the characters, unusual happenings, anything that will show you what they think about the story. 
9 VARIETY IS IMPORTANT 
Remember that children need to read a range of texts as well as stories: factual books, cookery instructions, comics, newspapers, magazines etc. 
