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September 2025
Dear Parents/Carers,

We would like to welcome your child into Year 3 and very much look forward to teaching them over the coming months.  

We should be grateful if you would read the following information and guidelines. 
Uniform
	Winter Uniform
	Summer Uniform

	
Navy Jumper/cardigan
Blue Shirt
Navy Skirt/pinafore, Grey trousers
Tie
Black/navy shoes 
Navy tights, white/black/grey/navy
plain socks
	
Navy jumper/cardigan
Blue summer dress/Blue polo shirt
Grey shorts/trousers

Black/navy shoes
White/navy/grey/black plain socks


	PE KITS

	Indoor – Blue St Alban’s t-shirt and blue shorts, pumps
Outdoor –  St Alban’s t-shirt, blue shorts (or plain navy/black coloured joggers / leggings and jumper)  and trainers. 


Please ensure all items of school uniform and PE kit are clearly labelled. We often have a large numbers of items in Lost Property! 








Please ensure that your child adheres to the following guidelines:

· Navy blue tights and navy blue, grey or white socks must be worn – no patterned or brightly coloured tights/socks/leggings should be worn.
· Long hair must be tied back at all times.  Extreme haircuts are not permitted.
· As the weather is still fairly warm, Summer uniform is permitted until October half term. After this time, Winter uniform should be worn.
· Earrings and jewellery must not be worn at any time in school.  The only exception to this is if a child has had their ears pierced during the summer and needs to keep earrings in for the next six weeks.  In these circumstances, the earrings must be covered with surgical tape at all times. 
· Pencil cases are not required.  We will supply the necessary equipment for your child.

PE
· Our PE lessons will be every Monday afternoon (indoor) and Thursday morning (outdoor).  Please can pupils come to school in their uniform on these days, we will change into their PE in school and leave them in school. 
· It is essential, for safety reasons, that the children wear trainers for outdoor P.E.  

Beginning and End of the School Day
· Beginning of the school day – Morning drop-off for all year groups is between 8.45am and 8.55am.  The register will be completed at 8:45am.  Please bring your pupil through the main entrance and report to the School Office if they arrive after this time.
· End of the school day – Children from all year groups should be collected at the end of the day at 3:25pm. Please let us know if your child is being collected by anybody other than parents/carers. We are not permitted to let children leave without their parent’s permission.
Communication 
We are always available at the classroom door at drop-off and pick-up, but should you have any worries or concerns that require further discussion, we will be happily arrange a telephone call at a mutually convenient time or email the school.  
There will be a Parents’ Information Evening to be held in Year 3 St Margaret’s class on Monday, 15th September.  Two sessions have been provided from 5.30-6.00 pm and 6.00 pm to 6.30 pm to enable you to attend other siblings’ information evenings.
Newsletters 
Our school newsletter is sent out to parents/carers electronically every Friday afternoon. If you do not receive the newsletter, please contact the school office to update your details.  PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU READ THE NEWSLETTER AS IT WILL INCLUDE DATES AND ANY OTHER INFORMATION THAT YOU WILL NEED.

School Curriculum  
We offer a broad, balanced and progressive curriculum, enriched with purposeful experiences which are flexible and responsive to individual needs and interests. 

Please see our class pages, on the school’s website for our Year 3 class timetable.   Please be aware sometimes, due to unforeseen events, the time table will change but we will always endeavour to keep you informed of this.

Educational trips and visitors –You will receive information about any upcoming educational visits via Parentmail.
Religious Education: The Vine and The Branches topics are as follows:

Autumn				              Spring					Summer
Creation and Covenant		             Galilee to Jerusalem		           	Ends of the Earth
Prophesy and Promise		             Desert to Garden		      	Dialogue and Encounter


First Holy Communion Programme 
This will commence in January 2026.  There will be an Information Evening on 6th November 2025 in St Alban’s Parish Hall, Chester Road, Macclesfield at 6.00 to 7.00 pm.  Further details to follow.

Reading
In Year 3, it is expected that your child should read for 20 minutes every day and this can be from either a school reading book or their own choice of book from home/ the class library. Your child has now received a reading log to record the titles of the book they are reading and the pages they have read. The children will be expected to bring this into school to be checked on a weekly basis.  The day they should return their reading log is clearly marked on the front cover.  We should be grateful if you would also initial each entry as proof that your child has read. 

In KS2 your child will take part in our Accelerated Reader (AR) Programme. This has already proven very successful in encouraging your child to read. Every week we hold a special AR assembly where we celebrate the children’s achievements in reading.  Your child has already completed an on-line AR test and, from this, your child has been given an appropriate level.  Your child is very welcome to take home AR 
books from our class library and complete the AR tests in school. Further information on this will be provided in our homework sheet.

Maths
We follow the Maths No Problem Maths Curriculum.  This is a programme designed to meet the requirements of the 2014 National Curriculum.  It was assessed by the DfE’s expert panel who judged that it met the core criteria for a high-quality maths programme that supports teaching for mastery.  When taught to master maths, children develop their mathematical fluency without resorting to rote learning and are able to solve non-routine maths problems.  
In our weekly homework sheet, we will advise you on the topic we are investigating and we endeavour to give further links to useful websites to support each topic.

Times Tables
In Year 3, your child will receive weekly tests where they will be tested on their x3, x4 and x8 times tables  (the National Curriculum requirement).  However, we commence the year ensuring the children are fully versed in their x2, x5 and x10 times tables (the end of year 2 requirement).   The test includes 40 questions, in random order, to be completed in 3 minutes.  If they complete the end of year 3 requirement, they may move onto learning all their tables to 12.  Once this target has been reached the children will do tests with a mixture of times and division questions e.g. 3 x 12 = 36,  36÷ 3 = 12.   The school provides free access to Times Table Rock Stars to support the teaching of times tables.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]A national on-line multiplication tables check is given to all children at the end of Year 4.  Your child will be required to recall their tables in random order, at speed.  It is essential, therefore, your child learns them.  We will support this learning at school, but you will also need to support the learning of their times tables at home.  

Homework 
Your child will receive homework every Friday.  The homework sheet can be found on the school website.  Please go to MENU, CHILDREN, CLASS PAGES AND HOMEWORK. Scroll down to find your child’s year group for their homework and their class page. Homework will include spellings and times tables practice that will be tested every Wednesday.  Although your child will take part in a variety of spelling activities over the week, please do support your child in learning them at home.  At the start of the year, we send home 3 and 4 Common Exception Words (tricky to spell words) so that you can familiarise yourself with them and support your child in learning them.

General Information

Snacks – Your child may bring healthy snack every day for their break times. Please do not send in any nuts, sweets or chocolate bars. We also ask that grapes are cut in half, lengthways, for health and safety reasons. Snacks should be sent in their school book bag.  

Drinks – Please provide a clearly named water bottle. Your child should bring this in each morning and take it home each evening. Please ensure bottles only contain water, not juice. 
Lunch – If your child has a school dinner, please pre-order your child’s lunches using our on-line website Arbor.  There is a three weekly menu cycle with three options to choose from per day. All meals will be served with an option of fresh bread, pasta and salad. This is a wonderful opportunity for you to choose your child’s dinner with them as you know your child’s likes and dislikes best and can monitor their choices.  Please ensure that you have entered any dietary requirements, i.e. allergies, intolerances, religious requirements, and lifestyle choices.   If you have trouble logging-in, please contact the school office. Please can we politely ask you order your children’s meals in advance to save time in school. Year 3 have their school dinners at 12.30 am.
Long term medical requirements – If your child has a medical condition that may require medication to be administered at school e.g. inhalers, please ensure that an adult brings in the medication to the School Office and that it is clearly labelled with your child’s name and is within the expiry date.  It is the parents’ responsibility to ensure that medication is in date. If necessary, you will be sent a medical care plan.  
If your child has a food allergy / intolerance please bring in a note from a health professional with full details of the nature of the allergy, symptoms and medical attention required.

Short term medical requirements – If your child has a temporary illness that requires prescribed medication (e.g. antibiotics) to be administered four times per day, we will be happy to administer one dose in school. If this is the case, please let the office and class teacher know. All medicines need to be handed to a member of the school office staff by the parent/carer in the morning and a permission form completed. These medicines will be stored safely and appropriately in school and will need to be collected at the end of the school day, from the school office, by the parent/carer.  

We look forward to working with your child and hope this has covered any queries you may have.  

With very best wishes,
Mrs Turner and Mrs Smith
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