	💡 Did You Know? Why Writers Choose Better Verbs
Writers can change the whole feel of a sentence by swapping just one verb. InThe BFG, Roald Dahl often chose lively action words so readers could picture exactly how something happened.
•Closed tells you what happened, but slammed adds force and anger.
• Sports reports do this too: a team might not just get a goal — they snatch it or smash it in.
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Match the Verb Vocabulary
Match each writing word to its meaning using the definitions on the right.
	verb
	
	exact and carefully chosen

	powerful verb
	
	a word that shows an action, a happening or a state

	precise
	
	the result a word choice has on the reader

	vague
	
	not clear or not exact enough

	effect
	
	a precise, vivid verb that creates a strong picture or feeling

	atmosphere
	
	the feeling created in a piece of writing
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Choose the Stronger Verb
Choose the best answer for each question. Think about which verb fits the sentence and creates the clearest effect.
[image: ]Which sentence uses the most precise verb?
	
	"The boy sprinted across the playground."



	
	"The boy did across the playground."



	
	"The boy went across the playground."



	
	"The boy moved across the playground."



[image: ]Which verb best completes this sentence? 'Mum ________ the door when she saw the muddy footprints.'
	
	closed



	
	pretty



	
	floated



	
	slammed



[image: ]Which sentence would create the most frightening atmosphere?
	
	"The branches danced in the wind."



	
	"The branches scratched at the window."



	
	"The branches were branches in the wind."



	
	"The branches moved in the wind."



[image: ]Which sentence improves 'Tom said, "I lost the map."' for a quiet, worried moment?
	
	"Tom thundered, \"I lost the map.\""



	
	"Tom longworded, \"I lost the map.\""



	
	"Tom said loudly, \"I lost the map.\""



	
	"Tom whispered, \"I lost the map.\""
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Complete the Editing Sentences
Think of words to complete each sentence. Choose the verb that fits the meaning best.

[image: ]The soldier ____________________ through the gate without looking back.
[image: ]Lena ____________________ through the keyhole to see who was outside.
[image: ]Ben ____________________ the falling book before it hit the floor.
[image: ]Grey clouds ____________________ across the sky before the storm began.
[image: ]"I can't believe we are lost," Sam ____________________ under his breath.
[image: ]The artist ____________________ a giant dragon on the wall display.
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Polish the Final Paragraph
A publisher is choosing the final version of a story opening. Read each task carefully and write full answers that use precise verb choices.
[image: ]A draft says: 'The fox went through the garden and looked at the open shed.' Rewrite this sentence with two more powerful verbs.
	

	

	

	



[image: ]Explain how your new verbs change the effect on the reader.
	

	

	

	



[image: ]Now write two more sentences for the story opening about what happens next. Use at least two powerful verbs that fit a suspenseful atmosphere.
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