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ISLE OF MAN RESIDENTIAL  
Dear Parents,

Thank you for attending this meeting. Please read all the information about our upcoming residential carefully!
The Venture Centre  

The Venture Centre is ideal for our purposes.  It is tucked away in a very quiet part of the island near Ramsey.  Our children have enjoyed a wonderful time there over the years and we are sure that this year will be just as good.

The children will be in dormitories that sleep between 8 and 12 and sleeping bags & pillows are provided.  Each one has its own en-suite shower room and the beds are bunk beds.

The meals are substantial and appealing to children.  There is also a large lounge for the children to relax and play games in.

The Journey
We will be meeting at school on Monday 15th June between 7.20 and 7.30am and aim to leave at approximately 7.50am. (Parents may park in the school carpark/playground on this occasion.)  The Seacat leaves Liverpool at 11.15am and the journey to the Isle of Man takes 2½ hours.  We will arrive at The Venture Centre at approximately 2.45pm. School will notify you of our arrival.
We leave the Isle of Man at 3.00pm on Friday 19th June and will arrive at school at approximately 7.30pm. (Please be aware that this time may alter but we will aim to send a parentmail if this is the case.)
The Activities
These include Abseiling, Kayaking, Canoeing, Sailing, Raft-Building, Orienteering, Survival Techniques, Walking, Archery, Target Shooting, River Scrambling, Go-Ape course, Assault Course and Team Games.  All instructors are fully trained and qualified for the activities they lead.

All water sports take place on an inland lake which belongs to the Venture Centre.  The lake has a maximum depth of 5 feet and for all water-based activities the children wear helmets and buoyancy aids.  At no time are the children more than 30m from the bank of the lake and there is always an instructor in a motor boat in case of emergencies.  The lake is approximately 300m long by 60m wide at the widest point.

Packing
We attach a clothing list.  N.B. A waterproof jacket is essential.  Also a very old pair of trainers or pumps for water sports is vital. These will get very wet and the plan is to throw them away at the end of the water sports days – unless you direct us otherwise. Flip flops are not suitable. (Water shoes would make an ideal alternative.)
All clothing must be marked with your child’s name.  Wet clothing will be tumble dried (but not washed) and if it is not labelled it may well get lost. Please provide plenty of hair bobbles for tying up long hair.
Please allow your child to help to pack his/her own bag.  (Only one bag or suitcase is allowed and this will be provided with a luggage label on the morning of departure at school.)  Your child will have to carry all baggage quite a distance getting on and off the Seacat so do not pack too much!  Please note old clothes are ideal for all the activities.

For the ferry your child will also need a small rucksack-type bag to carry a packed lunch, waterproof jacket, pocket money, games or books to use on the journey. 
Pocket Money – up to a maximum of £10. 
Please put this, in pound coins, in an envelope/purse marked with your child’s name.  We will collect this on the ferry for safekeeping.  

Medicines/Personal Problems/Travel Sickness Tablets
We will take Calpol and ibuprofen with us. Anything else should be explained on the parental consent form. If your child needs to take any medicine on a daily basis we will need written details provided on the day of the trip with exact amounts and times to be taken. Sickness tablets may need to be taken on the morning of the trip before school and an extra tablet provided for the return journey. These should be placed in an envelope, labelled with your child’s name. All medicines should be handed to Miss Rhodes/ Mrs Milburn for safe keeping on Monday morning (or earlier if possible). 
Valuables
Children can bring books, card games, puzzle books, colouring books and travel games for the journey and to play in the lounge at night.  Please be aware that they do so at their own risk and that neither school nor The Venture Centre accepts any responsibility for their loss.  Do not send any electronic equipment eg hair dryers, straighteners, Nintendo DS, iPod, iPad, itouch, Smart watches etc. 
N.B. All jewellery should be left at home as it cannot be worn during any of the activities. 
Contact with Home
Children will not be allowed to phone home under any circumstances.  Please note that mobile phones are not allowed. Should we need to contact you for any reason, we would do so immediately and while we understand that parents may have concerns about their child’s safety, the use of tracking devices such as air tags, raises significant safeguarding, privacy and security concerns. As such, the use of tracking tags on school trips is not permitted.

Accompanying Adults

Staff: Miss Rhodes, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mrs Milburn, Mrs Brocklehurst and Miss Bull will be attending.   We are very grateful to all our staff as without their generosity it would be impossible to offer our children this wonderful opportunity.

Behaviour

The Venture Centre stipulates that if a child behaves in a way that places him/her, or other children, in danger, the parents of that child will be contacted and asked to take the child home at their own expense.  This is highly unlikely to happen but we are obliged to inform you of this.  All activity centres have this rule, for obvious reasons!

If you have any further queries, please contact either Miss Rhodes or Mrs Summers.
Finally, thank you for allowing us to take your children on the trip to the Isle of Man.  We know that they will enjoy a fabulous time! 
Yours sincerely,

Miss Rhodes  (Year 6 teacher)








Address: Priory Lane, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK10 3HJ


Telephone:  01625 425905


Email: admin@stalbans.cheshire.sch.uk 


Website: www.stalbansprimarymacclesfield.co.uk


Headteacher: Mrs Summers
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